
Witty Knits
Kate Jenkins has the rare gift of being able to translate 
the ordinary and mundane, and knit, crochet, 
and stitch it into the wry and comedic. We 
got the chance to interview the lady 
behind the crochet with a side 
helping of hilarity
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Please tell us about your textile background
I am a knitwear designer and textile artist based on 
the South Coast in brilliant Brighton. I take a nostalgic 
look at everyday items and subjects that amuse and 
inspire me, and reinvent them in yarn with wry comic 
touches. I am fascinated by the way a piece of yarn 
can be manipulated into a 3D structure and I am 
constantly searching for new ways to use my skills in 
the world of knit and crochet. I completed a fashion 
textiles degree at Brighton University, where I learnt 
how to use a knitting machine; from then on, I was 
obsessed with knit. Before I began studying, I had 
already learnt how to crochet and embroider to a 
high level at an early age after being taught by my 
mother and grandmother, who were both prolific 
knit crocheters. Most of the embroidered techniques 
I use are self-taught or from a vast collection of 
books I have acquired over the years. I am constantly 
searching for new yarns and sequins from all over 
the world, trying to find the right materials to get a 
perfect finished result. My art is focused on my vivid 
imagination and sense of humour and things that 
generally make me smile. 

What made you change from your successful 
career in fashion design?
Back in 2003, after many years designing anonymously 
for hundreds of fashion labels, I decided to set up my 
own label, Cardigan. I opened a shop (which I still have 
to this day) next door to my studio in Kemptown. In 
2007, I set up my first website. At the time, I didn’t have 
any money to pay for advertising so I started to create 
plates of food in crochet to get people to look at my 
knitwear in a different way. As the fashion industry 
is so competitive, I wanted to create something 
that nobody else was doing at the time. I then had 
the idea to create an exhibition in the shop entitled 
‘Comfort Food’. This was my very first exhibition which 
comprised of the nation’s favourite foods including 
fish and chips, roast beef, sardines on toast, bangers 
and mash etc. The exhibition was a huge success and 
sold out. Shortly afterwards, I was approached by 
various galleries and publishers who wanted to work 
with me and exhibit me around the world. I haven’t 
totally departed from the fashion world and still design 
knitwear for many companies. I love creating ideas 
in yarn that can be worn or hung on a wall and I feel 
both my practices in fashion and art are constantly 
influencing each other. 

Create |  CROCHET

Previous page and right: 
Fishmongers 
Left: Corned Beef;



50    Be Creative with WORKBOX  I  www.creativewithworkbox.com

What inspires you?
My friends and family are a huge inspiration to me.  
I mainly get inspired by conversations I have had with 
someone or just a random thought that comes into 
my head when I am not really thinking of anything. 
I travel the world frequently and this influences me 
greatly. I am not particularly good at drawing but I 
always carry a sketchbook around with me and write 
lists of ideas and words. If I am working on a particular 
exhibition then I spend weeks researching the 
subject to the point of obsession. I have an addictive 
personality and I think this does tend to feature 
heavily in my practice as an artist. I love trawling 
through flea markets, antique shops and anywhere 
in the world that has something unique to grab my 
attention and get my ideas flowing freely.

How long does it take to create a piece of art?
It depends on what I am making. If I am working on  
an exhibition, I tend to have several ideas on the go 
and don’t really time myself. Most of the work I create 
is crocheted or knitted and then embroidered. If I have 
to embroider text or sew sequins on, this takes much 
longer. For example, one sardine would take an hour 
to make from knitting it to sewing on the last sequin.

What techniques do you use?
All my work is a combination of crochet, knit, 
embroidery, and patience. I use any techniques  
I can to create the effect I want to achieve. I love  
to mix things up to obtain the perfect result.

What’s the most unusual request you’ve had  
to make?
I have a very vivid imagination so I don’t feel I have 
had any request yet that I have found too unusual, 
but there is always a first. I am still waiting for that 
commission!

“I AM FASCINATED BY  
THE WAY A PIECE 
OF YARN CAN BE 

MANIPULATED INTO  
A 3D STRUCTURE”
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Where do you exhibit? 
At present, I am showing my work only through  
my website, katejenkinsstudio.co.uk and my shop  
in Brighton. Over the past few years, I have had  
several solo shows in London and New York and  
have been included in art fairs around the world,  
such as the following - 
• 2007 ‘Comfort Food’ Cardigan studio/shop -  

The nation’s favourite foods ranging from  
fried breakfasts, fish and chips, roast dinner,  
sardines on toast 

• 2009 ‘Kate’s Cafe’ Rebecca Hossack Gallery  
London - Recreated a greasy spoon cafe 

• 2010 ‘Come Dine with Kate’ Rebecca Hossack  
Gallery London - A fantasy crocheted dinner party

• 2010 Pop up installation on the London Eye to 
launch Frieze Art Fair

• 2011 ‘Kate’s Crochet Market’ Rebecca Hossack  
Gallery London - Recreated a supermarket in wool 

• 2012 Kate’s Diner Rebecca Hossack Gallery Mott St 
New York - A knitted and crocheted American Diner

• 2012 ‘Fish and Stitches’ Pallant House Gallery, 
Chichester

• 2012 Do Knit Disturb Hotel Pelirocco Brighton - 
Created the world’s first knitted hotel room 

• 2014 ‘On my Mother Knee’ Llantarnam Grange, 
Cwmbran Arts Centre - A group show with other 
renowned textile artists

• 2015 Kate’s Plaice the Stitchmongers Alexander 
Palace, London and RDS Dublin - A knitted and 
crocheted fish counter installation 

What’s next for you? 
I am working on creating a knitted and crocheted 
record store in London and New York in November 
2018 – there is a lot of work to do but it will be 
amazing - fingers crossed! BC

www. katejenkinsstudio.co.uk
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